
Glen Eira City Council Elections 2020: Questionnaire to all candidates. Given the current COVID 
environment, electioneering by candidates is extremely difficult. Save Glen Eira believes that ratepayers 
would welcome candidates' views on numerous issues currently confronting our  municipality. We therefore 
are inviting all candidates to fill out this questionnaire to provide residents with  some insight into their future 
councillors. All submitted questionnaires will be published on our website.  

1. Name: Jesse Dean Mansfield 

2. Glen Eira Ward: Camden 

3. Why did you decide to run for Council?  

I decided to run because I believe there are a variety of ways in which Glen Eira can improve resident 
satisfaction and our area’s liveability, but that we have so far lacked the foresight and political will to do so. 

 
4. What local activities are you involved in?  

For the past year or so I have been involved in the Bayside Refugee Advocacy and Support Association. For 
several years I volunteered regularly at St Johns op shop on Glen Huntly road, and I was involved in APS 
sport during my years at Caulfield Grammar. 

 
5. What do you see as your strengths/skill set to be a Councillor?  

I am young and driven, with the energy and drive to push for proper reform of council procedures and culture.  

I also believe in engaging with as varied an audience as possible, having talked with dozens of locals and 
community groups, including those who have run campaigns on specific issues in Glen Eira, to get their 
perspective on what the council can do for them and the broader community. 

 
6. Are you a member of a political party? If so, which one?  

Australian Labor Party, not endorsed. While I consider myself an independent candidate due to not having 
received an endorsement from the party nor financial support, I want to be transparent that I am a member. 

7. What do you see as the current important issues facing Glen Eira?  
 
Rapid development and population growth with inadequate planning around the impact on existing residents 
and infrastructure in Glen Eira 
 
Long term congestion and parking problems 
 
The financial impact of COVID and subsequent slow economic recovery on retirees and low-income residents 
 
The near-complete absence of affordable housing in Glen Eira pricing many younger families out of the area 

 
 
 



8. How would you evaluate and take into consideration residents’ views on topical issues?  
 

When considering a project or issue, I would take into account the impact on residents directly affected, as well 
as the benefits offered to the wider community. For example, if a development has a genuine benefit to the 
broader community such as contributing significant amounts of public space or affordable housing I would be 
far more likely to support it going forward, than say a development with the same negative impact on existing 
residents but not giving back to the community in this way. 

 
9. Would you support and lobby for mandatory formal oversight committees with community 

representatives to help ensure greater accountability of council actions? 

 

I am entirely in favour of increased transparency and accountability for councillors and council officers, as well 
as the opportunity for direct community input on council decisions. Without knowing the exact model for such a 
committee, I will not commit to implementing yet, however, I will support investigating how we can implement it 
if I get elected. 

 
10. Would you support the banning of political donations from developers, as in NSW?  

 
Yes, however, I would prefer as complete a ban as possible implemented. By relying on the financial support 
of certain people and interest groups the type of policies a person supports is likely far more favourable to 
them than otherwise. 

 
11. Our planning provisions require Councils to balance important and often competing issues How would 

you prioritise the following issues? (Rank: High/Medium/Low)  
 
• Prioritise purchase of new open space in areas of lesser open space. Medium 

While ensuring equitable access to greenspace across Glen Eira is important to me, given our very low levels 
of public space, in an either-or scenario I would prioritise acquiring larger lots that become available as 
compared to small lots in areas with lower levels of public space. 
 

• Protection of residential amenity. High 
 
• Economic activity through construction and development. Low 
 
• Heritage conservation. High 
 
• Housing affordability and social justice. High 
 
• Medium rise infill in low rise streets abutting low rise residences. 

While preferable to high density development, I am not in favour of medium rise infill in suburban streets. 
 

• Protecting communities, small local businesses & shopping strips. High 



 
 
• Sustainable initiatives. High-Medium 

I will support sustainability initiatives, but my personal interest is more towards action on climate change and 
maintaining local fauna / biodiversity. 
 

• Protecting fauna corridors and biodiversity. High  
 
• High-rise development in Activity Centres.  

While I accept that there will be an increase in high rise development as our population grows, I want to see 
the impact of these minimised on residents and there be some public benefit from the construction. 
 

• Increasing the tree canopy. High 
 
• Support for council initiative cultural events. Medium  

I will support cultural events, however, I am more interested in local projects that improve residents' quality of 
life in a certain area and larger-scale reforms that shape the future of our area. 
 

• Inclusion of affordable/social housing in new developments. High 
It is prohibitively expensive to buy or rent in our area, as such I support the allocation of affordable housing in 
new developments. 
 

• Support for new bike or pedestrian paths through Glen Eira. High 
There are numerous cycling paths and pedestrian crossings I would not feel personally comfortable using, as 
well as areas which not properly serviced, as such I want to rectify these issues before people get hurt. 
 

• Support for Council initiatives to reduce carbon footprint (Council & Residential). High 
 
• Support for creation of deliberative community panels for all major projects/budgets. High  
 

12. Is the current residential development adequately making provision for affordable housing?  
 

Both buying a home or renting in Glen Eira is prohibitively expensive for many people on lower incomes. 
However, the current level of development has seen no tangible reduction in cost, I believe the correct 
approach to solving this would be through restricting the scale of development to preferred height limits rather 
than mandatory height limits if they fail to provide adequate affordable dwellings.  
 

13. How happy do you think the residents of Glen Eira are with the current level of development?  

 

Residents are very unhappy with the current approach taken by Glen Eira, for example, 1796 people signed a 
petition regarding the Woolworths tower development in Elsternwick, you do not see that level of community 
response unless there are wide-ranging concerns that are not being addressed. 



 
 
 
 
14. Some zoning types eg Activity Centre Zoning (ACZ) can result in no later appeal-rights for residents. 

Do you think this is fair on residents?  
 
Of course not, everyone has the right to object to a development that affects them.  

 
15. Do we need tighter planning controls and added scrutiny to protect residents in or nearby to mixed-use 

zones?  
 
We generally need tighter planning controls across the board in Glen Eira, however, due to my limited 
knowledge of the issues these residents face I would need to talk with individuals affected before I make any 
specific policy commitments. 
 

16. What changes would you like to see implemented by the Glen Eira City Council? Eg planning scheme, 
local laws,  meeting procedures, other changes  
 
● Increased minimum onsite parking provision for office spaces and medium/high-density developments 
● Further cooperation with surrounding councils on projects which benefit/affect multiple municipalities 

(i.e. Elsternwick nature reserve in Bayside, Caulfield racecourse reserve in collaboration with 
Stonnington as well as the Caulfield racecourse reserve trust) 

● Expanded tree canopy coverage targets in our urban forest strategy 
● More funding for street and park cleaning services 


