
 

Glen Eira City Council Elections 2020: Questionnaire to all candidates. 
Given the current COVID environment, electioneering by candidates is extremely difficult. Save Glen Eira 

believes that ratepayers would welcome candidates' views on numerous issues currently confronting our 

municipality. We therefore are inviting all candidates to fill out this questionnaire to provide residents with 

some insight into their future councillors. All submitted questionnaires will be published on our website. 

 

1. Name: ……Cameron Simpkins…………………………………………. 

2. Glen Eira Ward: …CAMDEN…………………………………………. 

3. Why did you decide to run for Council? 

1. I wish to reduce the rush to develop the council area. So many of the area’s lovely homes are 
being reduced to rubble without regard for the social amenity of the area.  

2. I want to work on rebuilding the vitality of our shopping districts after Covid-19 has caused 
the demise of so many small businesses and jobs. Small business is the lifeblood and does the 
heavy lifting in enterprise in the council area, losing them has ripped a hole in the fabric of our 
community. 

3. I seek a greater tree canopy for the council area. I believe the tree planning has been  
haphazard and doesn’t include the thinking for including wider animal and bird species, let 
alone cleaner air. 

4. I want to return Council to focus on the important issues. Now is not the time for the nice to 
have programs. We have a 17.5% unemployment rate. We need to focus on the programs that 
matter and can create amenity in the next three years. Learning how to live, work and play with 
Covid is the one real program that needs to be solved. The world is never going to return to a 
life without the virus, so we must learn to live with it. 

4. What local activities are you involved in? 

I have been committed to working hard and being with my family.  

5. What do you see as your strengths/skill set to be a Councillor? 

I have a history in business, government, and public service. I am a fellow of the Governance 
Institute of Australia, and hold Masters degrees in both Business and Law. I am trade 
qualified, and know how to work hard, and how hard it is to get work current ly. 

 6. Are you a member of a political party? If so, which one 

I am a member of the Liberal Party. 

7. What do you see as the current important issues facing Glen Eira? 

Learning how to live, work and play with COVID-19. Until we can understand how to do this 
safely, our lives will always be disconnected and poorer. Council has to understand how to 
work with the virus, so that the community can reopen and restore vitality to our social fabric. 

8. How would you evaluate and take into consideration residents’ views on topical issues?  

Any issue raised is important to that person. It’s all about listening with dignity, and responding 
with the correct answers. It may not be the answer the resident is seeking- but it will be the 
correct answer. 

9. Would you support and lobby for mandatory formal oversight committees within community  



Representatives to help ensure greater accountability of council actions?  

No, I would not support and lobby for that. Isn’t that why you vote? Isn’t a councilor already your 

community representative? If you don’t like the council you have- then become a candidate yourself. 
That’s what a democracy is. 
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10. Would you support the banning of political donations from developers, as in NSW? 

Yes. Absolutely. 

11. Our planning provisions require Councils to balance important and often competing issues How would  

you prioritise the following issues? (Rank: High/Medium/Low) 

· Prioritise purchase of new open space in areas of lesser open space.   ……High…… 

· Protection of residential amenity.      ……High……… 

· Economic activity through construction and development.   ……medium…. 

· Heritage conservation        ……High….. 

· Housing affordability and social justice.     ……Low……… 

· Medium rise infill in low rise streets abutting low rise residences.   ……Medium…..  

· Protecting communities, small local businesses & shopping strips.    ……High……. 

· Sustainable initiatives        ……Medium……. 

· Protecting fauna corridors and biodiversity     ……High……….. 

· High-rise development in Activity Centres.     ……Low……. 

· Increasing the tree canopy       …High……….. 

· Support for council initiative cultural events     …Low…………. 

· Inclusion of affordable/social housing in new developments.  …Low…………. 

· Support for new bike or pedestrian paths through Glen Eira.   …Very Low………. 

· Support for Council initiatives to reduce carbon footprint (Council & Residential) 

          ……medium…………. 

· Support for creation of deliberative community panels for all major projects/budgets 

          ……Low…………… 

12. Is the current residential development adequately making provision for affordable housing? 

 

No. But every house in Glen Eira has at least a $1M price tag. No house in the council area is currently 

affordable anyway. Why cheapen the LGA by bringing in low cost, poorly built housing? Rate payers 

and residents currently have the pleasure of living in a LGA with very high price tags- making this 

area a desirable place to live. The last thing the LGA needs are squats and cheap housing. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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13.    How happy do you think the residents of Glen Eira are with the current level of development? 

…I think there is a deep resentment and anger at the rush to build high blocks of flats. The influx of 

these buildings are not healthy to the LGA and the amenity of the current residents. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

14. Some zoning types eg Activity Centre Zoning (ACZ) can result in no later appeal-rights for residents. 

Do you think this is fair on residents? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

There is a reason for the appeal periods. It has to give surety to all parties. Whilst the period may not be 

long enough, it can’t be reopened. People can’t have their cake and eat it also.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

15. Do we need tighter planning controls and added scrutiny to protect residents in or nearby to            

mixed-use zones? 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…Yes. I agree with this in concept.……………………………………….. 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………. 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………… 

16. What changes would you like to see implemented by the Glen Eira City Council? Eg planning scheme, 

local laws, meeting procedures, other changes 

 

 …Council needs to return to the boring mundanity of good governance. It is all about rates, roads and 

rubbish. Forget the nice to have projects. With COVID now in our midst, the single most important 

action is working out how to live, work and play safely alongside the virus. Until that is understood the 

libraries, the early childcare, the open spaces, the shops and all the amenities we enjoy will remain 

closed. It’s not sexy, it’s not groovy, it’s boring, sensible solid action that protects our people, and 

allows amenity to be enjoyed. 

 

 

 Meet the Candidates Forums (on zoom): 

Camden Oct 6th 

Rosstown Oct 7th 

Tucker Oct 8th 



Registration details to follow 
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